
about the schuylkill center
The Schuylkill Center was founded in 1965 as one of the nation’s 
first urban environmental education centers.  Our 340-acres of fields 
and forests are a living laboratory to foster appreciation, deepen 
understanding, and encourage environmental stewardship.  Step into 
the forest, explore our meadows and streams, discover nature.

The Schuylkill Center connects people and nature through four core 
program areas:

environmental education
Our educational programs connect people with nature through 
public festivals and events, workshops, lectures, school pro-
grams, camps, and Pennsylvania’s first nature-based preschool.
land stewardship
We steward our 340 acres with care, fostering native biodiver-
sity and engaging community members in volunteer work from 
ecosystem restoration to our springtime Toad Detour program.
environmental art
Through environmental art on our trails and in our gallery, 
we incite curiosity and spark awareness of the natural world, 
exploring the meaning of place and nature.
wildlife rehabilitation
Our Wildlife Clinic, located at 304 Port Royal Ave, is the only 
clinic of its kind in a four-county region, caring for over 3,300 
injured, sick, and orphaned wild animals annually.

visitor center & gift shop hours

Monday ‒ Saturday, 9 am ‒ 5 pm
Main gate is locked at 5 pm Monday ‒ Saturday and on Sundays.
Trails are open dawn ’ til dusk.

visitor rules & guidelines

No bikes, horses, or ATVs on the trails. Please lock bikes at 
the Visitor Center or at the Hagy’s Mill Parking Lot.
Please leave dogs at home, for the safety of our plants, birds, 
and animals.  Dogs are not permitted on the grounds, with the 
exception of service dogs.
Please do not collect or harvest any native plants or any animals.
Smoking, alcohol, and drugs are not permitted on our grounds.
Please remove all trash.

parking

Parking and bike lockup is available at the Visitor Center from  
Monday to Saturday, 9 am ‒ 5 pm.  
For trail access outside those hours, please park at the Hagy’s 
Mill Parking Lot located on Hagy’s Mill Road.

8480 hagy’s mill road
philadelphia, pa 19128
www.schuylkillcenter.org 
215-482-7300

schuylkill center
trail map

points of interest
wetlands & ponds
Our property is home to five ponds and two wetlands, all built to encour-
age biodiversity and provide educational sites.  Wind Dance most closely 
resembles a natural pond, while Cattail Pond’s platforms make it a favorite; 
Springhouse Pond connects to a natural spring within the adjacent 19th 
century springhouse.

widener trail & bird blind
At the end of the Center’s only paved trail, the bird blind offers an opportu-
nity for visitors to observe birds at the feeders without disturbing them.  The 
trail passes several environmental art installations.

environmental art works
Explore art installations around our property, from the Bird/Seed Shelters in 
Jubilee Grove, to ephemeral installations.  Pick up an “Art on View” hand-
out at the front desk to find out what is in the gallery and on the trails now.

rain yard
Stacy Levy’s Rain Yard slows the flow of rainwater and educates about rain-
water infiltration, capturing nearly 100,000 gallons of water annually.

pine grove
Planted in the early 1970’s with white and Virginia pine, the Pine Grove 
offers cover and forage for wildlife as well as a beloved fort-building site.

tall trees nature playscape
Dig in the sand pit, cook in the mud kitchen, hunt for treasures hidden 
among the stones, and more in this unique nature-based play area.  Tall Trees 
is available for visitors to enjoy on weekends and weekdays after 3:30 pm.  

jubilee grove
Established in 2015 in honor of our 50th anniversary, Jubilee Grove cel-
ebrates our community with native plantings, a sculpture by Binney Meigs, 
and a time capsule to be opened in 2040.

farm
The Schuylkill Center is home to three smaller farms, Urban Girls Produce, 
Love ‘n Fresh Flowers, and Teens 4 Good, a program which offers at-risk 
youth leadership and job skill development through agricultural education 
and empowerment.

penn’s native acres
In this enclosed 10-acre forest we work to recreate the forest that William 
Penn would have found here.  The project, which began in 2001, highlights 
several of our regions’ historic ecosystems including woodland, wetland, 
meadow, slope, and edge land.

explore the trails
As you explore our forests and meadows, keep your eyes out for a few nota-
ble sights, plants, animals, art, and history are all here, waiting to be found.

oxeye
These golden-yellow native wildflowers can be 
found in many of our meadows,  and around the 
solar panels near the Visitor Center.  Look for ox-
eye – also called false sunflower – blooming all 
summer long. 

largest tree
The largest tree on our property, a silver maple, 
stands on the Grey Fox Loop.  When this tree was 
young, it was one of just a handful of trees among 
farm fields.  This magnificent maple is over 12 feet 
around and over 100 years old.

ruins
In the 1890s there were 14 homesteads here, 
farming this land.  Search our forests for signs 
of them: stone walls, a springhouse, primroses, 
stone foundations, and daffodils are all signs that 
a home once stood nearby.

bluebirds
Keep your eyes open for these bright blue birds 
with a russet breast and white belly.  Look out for 
nesting boxes around our fields, providing nesting 
sites for these at-risk birds.

mushrooms
Search artist Jake Beckman’s art installation Fu-
ture Non-Object (on the Widener Trail) for mush-
rooms.  Designed to decay into the forest floor, 
Future Non-Object is home to a range of fungi, 
changing each day. 

deer fencing
Notice this deer-exclusion fencing around the 
property.  The tall mesh keeps deer out of sensitive 
areas, giving the plants space to grow without be-
ing eaten by the deer.  When you enter enclosed 
areas, like Penn’s Native Acres, please close the 
gate behind you.

cattail pond
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greenhouse

butterfly meadow loop
(0.25 miles, 10 minutes) leads 
through fields and woods before it 
joins the Ravine Loop. A distant 
view of the Philadelphia skyline is 
visible from this trail on clear days 
when foliage does not obstruct the 
view. This trail is mostly level with 
a short downward slope to meet the 
Ravine Loop.

widener trail
(0.25 miles, 15 minutes) a wheel-
chair- accessible paved trail leads 
through forest to the bird blind. 
Feeders are filled year-round so 
you can observe local and migrat-
ing birds. Midway along the trail is  
Shadow Bog with a wooden deck 
and seating area.

ravine loop
(1.0 miles, 60 minutes) criss-
crosses a spring-fed stream, Smith 
Run, on several rustic bridges. 
This trail includes a few chal-
lenging slopes, where you will 
pass rock outcroppings and the 
Center’s oldest sections of forest. 
You will also pass the wetlands, a 
marshy area where many native 
plants and freshwater creatures can  
be found.

wind dance pond trail
(0.3 miles, 15 minutes) joins the 
Woodcock Trail at the dam at 
Wind Dance Pond, where, in the 
nesting season there may be mal-
lards or Canada geese. Little green 
and great blue herons are frequent 
visitors. The trail passes through a 
mature stand of beech trees. The 
trail is short, but steep.

gray fox loop
(0.9 miles, 45 minutes) winds 
through fields and wooded areas 
leading to Wind Dance Pond. The 
trail passes Founder’s Grove, a me-
morial tree collection inside deer 
fencing. Further along, note the 
Pine Grove. The trail intersects with 
the Woodcock Trail, and the con-
nector trail at Springhouse Pond 
leads to the Ravine Loop.

woodcock trail
(0.3 miles, 15 minutes) gently slopes 
away from the Widener Bird Blind 
through fields and thickets. This is a 
delightfully shady trail in the sum-
mer. 

jubilee trail
(0.08 miles, 5 minutes) begins at 
the rear of the Visitor Center be-
side Tall Trees Nature Playscape 
and connects to the Ravine Loop 
Trail. It’s a lovely walk through 
Jubilee Grove to Cattail Pond, 
which is an excellent spot to view 
freshwater aquatic insects, frogs, 
tadpoles, and dragonflies.

penn’s native acres loop
(0.5 miles, 30 minutes) traverses 
Penn’s Native Acres. Pick up 
this trail at the gate by Polliwog 
pond, follow the natural stone 
steps to the far end, and loop 
around again. Gently to moder-
ately sloped. 

schuylkill river trail connector
(0.25 miles, 15 minutes) offers a pleas-
ant walk between the Ravine Loop 
to the Schuylkill River Trail, passing 
through meadows and woodlands.  
The trail slopes steeply uphill from the 
Schuylkill River Trail before reach-
ing the hilltop.  No bikes on the trail; 
please lock bikes at trailhead.  
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